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June 19. 2016      Genesis 39:6-12, 16-23 

 

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his master’s wife took notice 

of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 

 8 But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself 

with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 9 No one is greater 

in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his 

wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 10 And though she spoke to 

Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 

 11 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household 

servants was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left 

his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 

 16 She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 17 Then she told him this 

story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. 18 But as soon as I 

screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” 

 19 When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave 

treated me,” he burned with anger. 20 Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place 

where the king’s prisoners were confined. 

 But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the Lord was with him; he showed him 

kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the warden put Joseph in 

charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23 

The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with 

Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did. 

 

Joseph Had Nowhere to Run, So We Could Have Somewhere to Hide 

 

Joseph was an attractive man.  He looked good.  He was in good shape.  He was also a respectable and 

responsible young man.  God blessed everything he did.  He was a slave, and slaves were usually 

invisible.  But Joseph was so good looking and so blessed that you couldn’t help but notice him.  In our 

own little ways, this is how God wants us to be also.  Even if we aren’t as well built as he was 

physically, Jesus still calls His believers the light of the world, attractive in our own little positions in 

life, blessings to our employees, teachers, parents and children.    

 

When you are attractive, you don’t always attract that which is good.  After a while his master’s wife 

took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!   How long does this take?  Some say it took 

several years.  We don’t know.  But when she took notice of him, she didn’t mince words.  She was as 

blunt as blunt could be.  There was only one reason to come to bed with her.  She wanted to have sex 

with Joseph.   

 

Joseph didn’t mince words either.  He didn’t try to sound nice about it.  “No thanks.  I would like to.  

Don’t get me wrong, you’re attractive.  Let me think about it.”  No, none of that.  Joseph could have 
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easily justified his sin.  He could have said, “What do I care?  This guy orders me around all day.  I’m 

doing all the work around here and I don’t get anything extra from it.  If I’m his slave, I guess I’m her 

slave too.  I have to do what she says.”  He didn’t try to justify his sin. 

 

“With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in the 

house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care.  No one is greater in this house than I am. 

My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I 

do such a wicked thing and sin against God?”  First of all, he says this was a matter of trust.  His 

master trusted him with almost everything, and rightfully so.  This would be a breaking of a great trust 

that had been given him.  You might compare it to the trust that is built between two friends.  You 

invite them into your home and get to know them.  You play cards with them or have a drink with 

them.  If that friend were to then make advances at your spouse it would be a slap in the face of a trust 

that was established.   

 

Secondly, notice also how Joseph reminded Potiphar’s wife that she was in fact his WIFE.  He had no 

business sleeping with her and she had no business trying to sleep with him. 

 

Thirdly, Joseph used this as an opportunity to witness to his faith.  He called adultery a “wicked” thing.  

He said that in doing so he would be sinning against the commandment of his God.  He tried to look at 

himself from God’s perspective, and he knew that God would see what he was doing and He would 

disapprove of his wicked actions.  Sleeping with Potiphar’s wife would make God angry and Joseph 

didn’t want to anger God.   

 

Joseph shows us the proper way to resist sin.  It all starts with how we talk about it.  He didn’t regard it 

as “venturing out.”  He didn’t call it an “minor discrepancy” or a “mistake.”  He called it a “wicked 

thing” and a “sin against God.”  The devil knows that if we can call sin by a different name, make it 

sound more likeable, more understandable, then we may be able to accept the behavior and do it.   If 

it’s my “right,” then I can do it, no matter what the Bible says.  If it’s “personal,” then it’s none of your 

business.  If I define my behavior as “loving” or being done with good intentions, then any other 

behavior can be called “hateful.”  The devil is the mastery of language.  He can make sour sound sweet 

and sweet sound sour.  Think of how he described sin to Eve in the Garden.  Nothing has changed.  So 

we have to call it what it is.   

 

Have you spoken harshly with your wife because “I’m the head of the house!”  Have you made fun of 

your husband because “you’re just trying to help and he just doesn’t listen?”  Have you been rude to a 

server at the restaurant because “you paid a lot of money for the meal?”  Have you been unlovingly 

blunt with someone and excused it by saying, “I’m just being truthful?”   

 

Sin is also not something to joke about after the fact or make light of.  Laughter is sometimes used by 

comedians to try and rid themselves of their guilt.  Think of how sitcoms use situations like sex and 

revenge but present them with a twist of humor - could it be a part of the devil’s ploy to get us to laugh 
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at pure wickedness?  God doesn’t “have a sense of humor” over our wickedness.   Joseph got it right.  

This would have been a wicked thing to do.  He didn’t try to toy with the sin or mask it in kinder, 

gentler terms.  He called Potiphar’s wife out on it.  How about you?   

 

Now, even though Joseph was blunt with her, that didn’t make Potiphar’s wife didn’t give up.  If 

anything, it made Joseph seem even more attractive to her, kind of like a forbidden fruit.  She kept after 

him day after day.  If you know anything about temptations, that’s how it often works.  An alcoholic 

can resist the bar for a week or two.  But one bad day, and it doesn’t take much to go back.  You can 

put up with the annoyances of your spouse for a while, but day after day it is easy to turn a molehill 

into a mountain and fly off the handle and the simplest of things.  The devil sees your resistance 

flailing.  He sees how you look at it.  You say to yourself, “I can’t do this anymore!”  You tell yourself 

that and convince yourself that you’ve reached your limit, and then you’re done.   

 

Joseph didn’t even want to flirt with the possibility.  She was persistent, but he was even more so.  He 

didn’t offer to dust her night table or scrub her back while she bathed.  He refused to even be with her.   

He upped the ante.  Think about the sins you struggle with.  What are you doing to avoid such 

situations?  What steps are you taking to fight against your behavior?  If you recognize the seriousness 

of sin and recognize it as wickedness, can you honestly say you are putting every effort in to resist it 

and stay away from it?  Joseph refused to even be with her even as he had to work for her.  He did all 

he could humanly do within his role as a slave to keep his distance.   

 

Hell hath no fury as a woman scorned.  When Potiphar’s wife was exposed to be the adulteress and she 

was rejected in the process, she hated it, and she hated Joseph as well.  She blatantly lied to get Joseph 

deposed and put in prison.  She told him this story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to 

me to make sport of me.  But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran 

out of the house.”  Potiphar could have had Joseph put to death, but he didn’t.  It makes you wonder 

whether he really believed her story or not, or whether he threw Joseph in prison just to save face for 

her.  Perhaps she wanted him dead, but her husband didn’t do so.   

 

There is no friendship to be had with evil.  When forty nine homosexuals were murdered by a Muslim, 

the ACLU somehow found a way to blame “right wing Christians” for the attack.  This kind of slander 

and hatred is going to have to be the reality of living in this world.   But this hatred can also happen 

right here, when family members get angry for calling out their children when they are living together 

or ignoring God’s Word.  If we are willing to condone our own wicked behavior within our families, 

then what will come when more and more are performing other sins?  Will we sympathize with 

wickedness because we or our children did the same things?  Will we try to condone our behavior 

because other people have gotten away with it?  Will wickedness then have to become “acceptable?”  It 

leads to a slippery slope that we are on.  But we shouldn’t back down from fighting against it.  We 

shouldn’t give up.   We shouldn’t be afraid of the kickback.  If Joseph was willing to face 

imprisonment and death, then why not us?   
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Why not us?  Because we are weaker than Joseph, because we act like cowards, and because we 

ourselves have a wickedness inside us that doesn’t want to take a stand.  We fear fighting against evil 

because we fear losing friends and members of the church.  We think that if we stand up against 

wickedness then we will be turning people away and they’ll never come back.   

 

Yet think of the greatest stand against evil that was ever made.  It wasn’t made to cut the strings, but to 

tie the strings.  The Father did not fear cutting off His own Son and punishing Jesus on the cross.  He 

didn’t fear that by putting His Son through such pain and suffering that the Son would leave in a fit of 

rage and rejection.  He didn’t fear that by exposing sin for the wickedness that it is, that by letting His 

Son hang there in ugly rejection, that somehow people will be repulsed by Christianity.  By this very 

rejection on the cross God managed to unite Himself to us in the most intimate way as the Son became 

our sin and faced our wrath.  By this very message the Holy Spirit has managed to draw thousands to 

millions of people to Christ.  The only way that God could deal with wickedness was not by ignoring it 

or by loving it but by damning it on the cross.  Jesus boldly did that with sin and wickedness.   

 

Jesus did that for cowards like you and me who are too afraid to stand up against sin like we should.  

He did this knowing the only thing that can truly attract us to God’s beauty and forgiveness is when we 

see our own sin and see how ugly we truly are.  He did this so that we would not make excuses but run 

to this ugly place called Golgotha and see beauty happen in the midst of wickedness.   

 

Take a moment to look at the big picture of this story.  Was it just to show us how all things work out 

for good?  Remember, what was the whole reason for Joseph going to Egypt in the first place?  The 

whole purpose in keeping Joseph alive was to provide a place for His people to go in the midst of a 

coming famine, so that the Jews could stay alive and that Jesus could eventually be born through the 

Jews.  He did this so that He could make a place for us to flee from our own wickedness.  Joseph Had 

Nowhere to Run, So We Could Have Somewhere to Hide.   

 

It is at the cross that the holy God tells us to boldly go with our sins and our weakness.  We can go 

there without fear of damnation, but hope of forgiveness and holiness.  It is the perfect place for 

cowards to go.  It is the only place where I can find the courage to face God on Judgment Day, for it is 

only here that I am given the forgiveness and perfection I need.  It is only here that I also know where I 

am going when I die, and it is here where I can find courage to carry on.  If I know my sins are paid for 

and heaven is mine, then it makes the threats of punishment in this world seem much less scary and the 

crosses seem much lighter.  In Him we have a place to go when we die by the grace of God in Christ, 

and that place is heaven.   So carry on, my friends, carry on.  Take your stand against wickedness, and 

be willing to suffer for it.  Amen.   


